SAMPLE Letter 

Dearest Kristen, October , 2004


It is that time in our lives where we watch you blossom like a new rosebud. The
bud is no more beautiful than the green foliage around it, just sweet and
delicate. I remember very clearly, that day you entered my life and changed it
forever! Your smiles, giggles and acceptance of me as your daddy, soon made me
further and strengthen my relationship with our heavenly Father. I began to
feel the presence of Jesus as you warmed up to me and cuddled in my arms… I
saw you as that small, delicate bud, not even starting to open… I fear that day
when you will venture forth to fulfill your earthly mission; that day when you
fully bloom into womanhood. I have a tear in my eye as I plan for that day,
when God will clothe your spirit in a cloak of love and agree with your Mother
and I to release you into His care. Be assured that my thoughts are with you
now, as always just as God’s grace is covering you as we make these transitions
over the coming years.

I love you with all my heart. I feel your life; the good, the bad, the grief,
your disappointments, your unrewarded efforts, your frustrations and your
temptations. I am so excited to watch you blossom and progress from that
initial few little lines of rose color, past the stage of widening color and
bursting into bloom. You are the rose of my promise and God reminds me that – I
have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.

Kristen, realize that our Lord has placed inside your heart a bit of heaven.
It’s hard to imagine, but He loves you more than even I do! You have some
blessed gifts, some God-given talents and Jesus hidden in your heart. Search
for Him, often. Develop His spirit within you in everything you do. You truly
are my Angel.

Be at ease with your failings and humble yourself to realize that it’s OK.
Remember that every time I seem upset over an issue, it is purely because I love
you and want to fulfill my promise to Christ to raise you for His glory. Don’t
judge me for that. Make yourself ever teachable and continually strive to
improve. God gave you weaknesses to help you to be humble. Don’t condemn Him
for that. He did it because He loves you, too. Be full of hope; don’t let
discouragement engulf you. This will forever be the fertilizer in your flower
vase as you blossom. Christ is always there for you and I’ll come whenever you
need me, as well, please ask.

Here is a “Creed” to learn and live by, in Christ. Remember that: “God judges
us by the number of times we try and succeed, NOT by the number of times we sin
and fail; and, the number of times we righteously succeed is in direct
relationship and proportion to the number of times we sin and fail, but keep our
faith, repent and keep trying!”

Kristen, share your love with me fully. Failure in this area may loosen some of
your petals. Be a lover of our family, for it breaks my heart to see my
children fighting and fellowship with your Sisters will add fertilizer to your
petals! Remain steadfast in your promises to me this day and, more
importantly, to Christ!

Focus your life towards Christ and hold onto His presence as you struggle
through these coming years. He alone can support you into full-bloom womanhood.
It is through you that God’s work must proceed. I have vowed to raise you for
God’s glory. Your Mother and I promised God that we would do everything to
protect you and love you unconditionally. We do! Seek to accomplish the
mission God gave to you before you were born. I’ll help you; I’ll pray with
you. I’ll never be too busy or too far away to come to you. I’m always nearer
to you than you might suspect. Please share your true love and heart with me.

I have so much that I would like to tell you. I love to talk to you, my beloved
daughter. Be diligent in God’s work and His kingdom shall be yours. I love to
take you in my arms as often as possible until God leads you to a Husband and
eventually is holding you in His arms in Heaven. Until then, I offer you my
time, my everything, my peace, my blessings, and my love. Never forget that I
am nearby whenever you need me.

The Promise Ring that accompanies this letter represents a circle of unending
love and life that Christ Jesus has given you. It is made of precious metal
because you are precious to Him. It is worn on your left ring-finger to
indicate your promise of faithfulness both to your God and to your Father here
on earth. The eight diamonds might represent the eight years that remain in
front of you as a child. God gifted you to me for raising and nurturing through
these first years of His plan for your life. Let these eight diamonds shine
brightly in reflection of these eight questions that you will face with every
temptation along His path:

1 – Is it Permissible? If there is a clear Biblical command AGAINST this issue,
then it is NOT permissible!

2 – Will it lead to mutual edification? “…make every effort to do what leads to
peace and mutual edification.”

3 – Will it build others up? “Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of
others.”

4 – Is it beneficial? “All things are lawful, but not all things are
profitable, edifying, and beneficial”

5 – Is it constructive in Love? “love…looks for a way of being constructive…
love builds up”

6 – Is it “Others Oriented”? “Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of
others.”

7 – Might it cause others to stumble? “Do NOT cause anyone to stumble… try to
please everybody…”

8 – Does it glorify God? “…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

As you enter your wonderful days as a “teenager”, I am excited for the many
blessings you will receive and the many blessings you will be to others! You
are moving from Girlhood into womanhood. Be prepared, excited and patient, as
this will take several years.

A thing of beauty is a rose in full bloom. God has entrusted me with the
awesome task of raising you into womanhood, His way! I hold His truths to
clearly promise that I might offer you to the Husband He places in your life, as
beautiful and pure as a rose in full bloom. It is with great pleasure that I
accept that responsibility and promise you to do all in my power to see that
through!

All My Love I promise this day…


Dad

Happy Thirteenth Birthday, (NAME)!
